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Makcum I'opbkui
Crapyxa U3epruanb

I

Sl cabian aTv pacckassl oy AkkepmaHoM, B beccapaduu, Ha MopckoM Oepery.

OpnHax /bl BeYepOM, KOHUMB JTHEBHOH cOOp BUHOIpa/ia, MapTHsi MOJJaBaH, ¢ KOTOpou 51 pabo-
TaJ1, yluia Ha 6eper Mops, a 1 U cTapyxa M3epruiib octajiuch Noj rycTOW TeHbI0 BUHOTPAAHBIX JIO3
U, JIeXka Ha 3eMJIe, MOJTUaJI, IIs/is, Kak TaloT B royooil MIJIe HOUM CHITY3ThI TeX JIIOJIEH, YTO MO
K MOpIO.

OHU 11U, TIETIM ¥ CMESJTMCh; MYKYMHBI — OPOH30BBIE, C ITBIITHBIMH, YEPHBIMU YCAMU 1 I'YCTBIMU
KyApsIMU IO TUIeY, B KOPOTKUX KYPTKax M MIMPOKUX IIApPOBAPAX; KEHIIMHBI U JIEBYILIKUA — BECeJIble,
ruoKye, ¢ TEeMHO-CHHUMH IJIa3aMH, Toke OpOH30BbIe. VX BOJIOCHI, IIIEIKOBBIE U YepHbIE, ObUIH pac-
MYIIEHbl, BETEP, TEIUIBIA U JIETKUIA, UTpasti UMU, 3BsIKAJI MOHETaMH, BIUIETEHHBIMU B HUX. Betep Tek
IIMPOKOM, POBHOH BOJIHOM, HO MHOTA OH TOYHO IPbITajl Yepe3 YTO-TO HEBUIMMOE U, POXKIAs CUJIb-
HBII IOPBIB, Pa3BeBaJl BOJIOCHI KEHIIMH B (paHTACTUYECKUE I'PUBBI, B3[IbIMABIINECS BOKPYT UX TOJIOB.
ITO Aesao KEHIIMH CTPAHHBIMU U CKa30YHBIMUA. OHM yXOIWIN BCE Jajblie OT Hac, a HOUb U (paH-
Ta3Msl OJEBAJIM UX BCE MPEKpacHee.

KT0-TO Mrpasn Ha CKpHUIIKe. .. JeBYyIIKa IeJla MATKUM KOHTPaJIbTO, CIIBIIIAJICSA CMeX. . .

Bozayx ObuT IponMTaH OCTPHIM 3aaxoM MOpPs M KUPHBIMH MCTIAPEHUSIMH 3eMJIM, HE3a/10/1T0
10 Beyepa OOMJIBHO cMOYeHHOH nokiaeM. Eme u tenepb mo HeOy Opoauiad OOPBIBKH TY4, TIBIII-
HbIE, CTPAHHBIX OYEPTaHUIA M KPACcOK, TYT — MATKHE, KaK KIIyObl AbIMa, CU3bIE U TMETIeNIbHO-TONYOBIE,
TaM — pe3KHe, Kak OOJIOMKM CKaJl, MaTOBO-YEpHbIE UM KOPUYHEBBIE. Mexay HUMHU JIACKOBO OJie-
CTEJIM TEMHO-TOJTyOble KJIOUKM Heba, YKpalleHHbIe 30JI0THIMH KpalMHKaMu 3Be3/1. Bcg 310 — 3BykH
U 3araxu, TYYd U JIOIU — ObLJIO CTPAHHO KPAaCHBO M IPYCTHO, Ka3aJIOCh HAYaJIOM Yy[AHOW cKa3Kku. U
BCE Kak Obl OCTAHOBMJIOCH B CBOEM POCTE, yMUPAJIO; IIIYM T'0JIOCOB rac, ylajissach, IEpepoxaaIcs B
neyaJibHble B3[I0XU.

— YT0 THI HE MOLIEN ¢ HUMHU? — KUBHYB I'OJIOBOM, CIIpocuiia cTapyxa M3eprusb.

Bpems cornyno ee mormnosam, YyepHble KOrJa-To Ila3a ObUTM TYCKJIBI M cle3uinch. Ee cyxoit
roJI0C 3By4aJl CTPAHHO, OH XPYCTeJl, TOYHO CTapyXa FOBOPHJIA KOCTSMU.

— He xouy, — otBetuu 1 eil.

— V.. crapukamMu poauTech Bbl, pycckue. MpauHble Bce, KaK JeMOHBI... bosrcs 1e0s Haim
JEBYIIKU. .. A Beb Thl MOJIOION U CUJIbHBIN. . .

Jlyna B3onuia. Ee auck Obu1 BeMK, KpOBaBO-KpaceH, OHA Ka3aslach BBIIIEIIIEH U3 HeJlp 3TOM
CTeINu, KOTOpasi HA CBOEM BEKY TaK MHOTO IOIJIOTHJIA YEeJJOBEUECKOro MsIca U BbIITUJIA KPOBHU, OTYETO,
HaBEPHOE, U CTaJla TAKOW KMPHOM U 1eapoid. Ha Hac ynanu KpykeBHble TEHU OT JIUCTBHI, 51 U CTapyxa
MOKPBUTMCh UMH, Kak ceTblo. [1o cTenu, B1eBO OT Hac, MOIUIBLIMA TeHH 00JIaKOB, PONUTAHHbBIE TOJTy-
OBbIM CHSIHUEM JIyHBI, OHU CTaJIM ITPO3pAvHEl U CBETIEH.

— Cmorpu, BoH uzer Jlappa!

51 cMoTpen, Kyaa crapyxa yKasblBasa CBOEH Jpoallieil pyKoil ¢ KpMBbIMU MaJIbLIaMK, ¥ BUIE:
TaM IUTBUIM TEHHU, UX OBUIO MHOTO, M OfIHA M3 HUX, TEMHEH U TyIle, YeM Jpyrue, IUiblia ObICTpen
U HIDKE cecTep, — OHa IMajaja OT KJIOouKa o0Jiaka, KOTopoe IUIbUIO OMke K 3eMile, YeM Apyrue, u
CKOpee, YeM OHH.

— Huxkoro Her Tam! — ckazan 1.

— To1 cien Gosbliie MeHs, crapyxu. CMOTPY — BOH, TEMHBIH, OSKHUT CTEIbIO !

S mocMoTpe ele ¥ CHOBa He BUJIEJ HUYETro, KpOMe TeHHU.

— 310 Tens! Ilouemy ToI 30Bemb ee Jlappa?
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— [Totomy 4T0 310 — OH. OH Yy:Ke cTan Tenepp Kak TeHb, — nopa! OH KUBET THICSUH JIET, COJTHLIE
BBICYILIIJIO €T0 TeJIO, KPOBb M KOCTH, U BETEP PACIIBLIAI MX. BOT UTO MOXeT cziesiath 60T ¢ 4eI0BEeKOM
3a TOPIOCTH!..

— Pacckaxu MHe, Kak 3T0 ObUIO! — MOMPOCHKIT S CTApyXy, YyBCTBYSI BIIEPE/IN OIHY U3 CJIaBHBIX
CKa30K, CJIOKEHHBIX B CTEISIX.

W oHa pacckaszasia MHE 3Ty CKa3Ky.

«MHOTrHe THICSUH JIET MPOIILIX C TOH MOPHI, KOT/Ia CIIY4MIIOCh 3TO. JlasieKo 3a MopeM, Ha BOCXOJL
COJIHIIA, €CTh CTpaHa OOJIBIION peKH, B TOW CTPaHe KaXk/Ibli APEBECHBIN JIUCT U CTeOesh TPABHI JaeT
CTOJIBKO T€HH, CKOJIbKO HY)KHO Y€JIOBEKY, YTOObI YKPBITHCSI B HEH OT COJTHIIA, XKECTOKO XKAPKOTO TaM.

«Bor kakas menpas 3em1s B Toi crpaHe! «Tam skuto Morydee TuiemMst JToAei, OHU Nacyu CTaaa
Y Ha OXOTY 3a 3BepsIMH TPATUJIM CBOIO CUJIYy U MYKECTBO, MMPOBAJIH TOCIIE OXOTHI, TIEJIN TIECHU U
UTPAJIH C IEBYIITKAMHU.

«OpmHax/abl, BO BpeMsl IIMpa, OHY U3 HHUX, YEPHOBOJIOCYIO U HEXHYIO, KAK HOYb, YHEC Ope,
CITyCTUBIIUCH ¢ HeOa. CTpessl, MyleHHbIe B HEro My)KYMHAMU, YIIAJIH, KaJIKUe, OOpaTHO Ha 3eMITIO.
Torna monuM UCKaTh AEBYIIKY, HO — He Hauuti ee. M 3a0buti 0 Hel, Kak 3a0bIBaloT 000 BCeM Ha
3eMJIe».

Crapyxa B3IOXHY/1a U 3aMoiyania. Ee ckpuryunii ronoc 3Bydan Tak, Kak OyITO 3TO PONTAIH
BCe 3a0bIThIE BEKa, BOIUIOTUBIINCH B €€ TPyAM TEHSIMU BOCTIOMUHAHMA. Mope THXO BTOPUJIO HAaYaITy
OJIHOM M3 JPEBHUX JIETeH[l, KOTOpbIEe, MOKET ObITh, CO3JAJIUCh HA €r0 Oeperax.

«Ho 4epe3 aBaauath jieT oHa caMa MpHIUIA, U3MYyYeHHasl, UICCOXINasi, a C Helo ObUT I0HOIIIA,
KPacHBBII U CHJIbHBIN, KaKk caMa OHa JIB/IAaTh JieT Hazaj. U, Koraa ee cipocuiv, Tjie Oblla OHa, OHa
pacckasaja, 4To Opell YHEC €€ B TOpbl U JKWJI C HEI0 TaM, Kak ¢ keHOM. BOoT ero chiH, a oTLa HET yiKe;
KOTJa OH CTaJ clladeTh, TO MOIHSJICA, B TIOCJCAHUI pa3, BHICOKO B HEOO U, CJIOKHB KPbLUIbs, TSKEIO
yIaJl OTTy/la Ha OCTPbIE YCTYIIbI TOPbI, HACMEPTh pa3OWIICs O HUX...

«Bce cMoTpenu ¢ ynuBieHHeM Ha ChbiHA Opjia M BUJIENM, YTO OH HUYEM He JIy4YIlle UX, TOJIBKO
71a3a ero ObUTH XOJIOAHBI M TOPIbL, KaK y Haps ntull. VM pasroBapuBaiy ¢ HUM, a OH OTBEYAJ, €CIIH
XOTeJI, WJIM MOJTYajl, a KOrja MPHIIUTM CTapelIne IIEMEeHH, OH TOBOPWII C HUMH, KaK C PaBHBIMU
cebe. DTo OCKOPOUJIO MX, ¥ OHU, HA3BAB €TI0 HEOTIEPEHHOM CTPEJIOl C HEOTTOYEHHBIM HAKOHEUHUKOM,
CKa3aJi eMy, 4TO UX YTYT, UM TMIOBUHYIOTCSI THICSIYM TaKUX, KaK OH, M THICSIYM BIIBOE CTapIle ero. A
OH, CMEJIO TJIsIsl HA HUX, OTBEYaJl, UTO TAKUX, KaK OH, HET OOJIbIIE; ¥ €CJIM BCE UTYT UX — OH HE XOUeT
aenatb 3toro. Ol.. Toraa yx coBceM paccepauuch oHu. Paccepanimch U ckazamu:

«— EMy Het Mecta cpenu Hac! [lyctb uzer, kyna xouyer.

«OH 3acmesics M NoLed, KyAa 3aX0TesIoCh €My, — K OTHOM KPacuBOM JIEBYIIKE, KOTOpasi Ipu-
CTaJILHO CMOTpeJia Ha HEero; MoIes K Hed U, TOojIonasi, OOHST ee. A oHa ObUIa JOYb OIHOTO U3 CTap-
IIMH, OCYIUBIINX ero. M, XoTst OH ObLJT KpacuB, OHA OTTOJIKHYJIA €ro, MOTOMY 4uTo Oosiiack otia. OHa
OTTOJIKHYJIA €r0 Ja U MOIILIa PoYb, a OH YIapuJ €€ U, KOIJla OHa yIaja, BCTaJl HOroil Ha ee rpy/b,
TaK, YTO U3 €€ YCT KPOBb OpBI3HYJIA K HeOy, eBYIIKA, B3IOXHYB, M3BUIACH 3MEeH U ymepla.

«Bcex, KTo BUzeN 3T0, OKOBAJI CTpax, — BIEpBbIe MPH HUX TaK yOWBanu keHIuHy. 1 monro
BCE MOJTUAIIH, IS/ Ha Hee, JISKABIIYIO C OTKPHITBIMU I71a3aMH ¥ OKPOBABJICHHBIM PTOM, U Ha HEro,
KOTOPBIN CTOSLIT OIMH MPOTHB BCEX, PAJOM C HEll, U ObUI TOpIl, — HE OIMYCTUJI CBOEH TOJIOBHI, KaK Obl
BBI3bIBAsI HA Hee Kapy. [1oTom, Koria ogyMauch, TO CXBaTUIIH €70, CBSI3UTH U TaK OCTABIUIN, HAXO/S,
YTO YOUTH Celvac e — CIUIIKOM MTPOCTO U HE YIOBJIETBOPUT UX».

Houb pocna u kperna, HaMoIHSSACh CTPAHHBIMU THXMMU 3ByKaMu. B crenu mevanbHO MOCBU-
CTBIBJIM CYCJIMKH, B JIMCTBE BUHOTPAa APOKaJl CTEKJITHHBINA CTPEKOT KY3HEUHMKOB, JIMCTBA B3/IbIXasIa
U IIENTaIach, MOJTHBIN TUCK JIYHBI, paHbllie KPOBABO-KPACHBIN, OJieqHEN, yIassICch OT 3eMJI, Oe/-
HeJl U BCE OOMIbHEE JTUJT Ha CTeNb TOyOOBaTyIo MIJIY. ..

«W BOT oHM cOOpatCh, YTOOBI IPUIyMaTh Ka3Hb, JOCTOMHYIO MTPECTYIJIEHHS. .. XOTeI! pa3o-
pBarTh €ro JIOMAaAbMH — ¥ 3TO Ka3aJI0Ch MaJIO UM; IyMaJIi ITyCTUTh B HETO BCEM 10 CTpeJie, HO OTBEPIIU
Y 3TO; MpeIarajii Ckedb ero, HO JbIM KOCTpa He TO3BOJIMI Obl BUAETh €0 MYUYEHUIT; Mpeiaraim
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MHOTO — ¥ HE HAXOJWJIM HUYETO HACTOJIBKO XOPOIIIET0, YTOOBI TOHPABUJIOCh BCEM. A €ro MaTh CTosijIa
riepe]] HUMH Ha KOJIEHSIX ¥ MOJTJasia, He HaXo/sl HU CJie3, HU CJIOB, YTOOBI yMOJIATH O mnomaze. Jonro
TOBOPWJIM OHM, ¥l BOT OIMH MYJpell cKa3aJl, MOJyMaB JOJITO:

«— CnpocuM ero, mo4emMy OH cfieJia 310?

«Crpocumu ero 06 3toMm. OH ckazalr:

«— PasBspxure mens! S He Oymy rOBOpUTH CBSI3aHHBIH !

«A Korja pa3Bs3ajy ero, OH CIpPOCHII:

«—YTO BaM HY)KHO? — CIIPOCHJI TaK, TOYHO OHH OBLUTU PaOHI. . .

«— Thl CHIBIIIAT. .. — CKa3aJl MyJpell.

«— 3aueM 51 Oyy OOBSICHATh BaM MOU TOCTYIIKH?

«— Y100 OBITH OHATHIM HaMU. ThI, rOpbIi, ciymail! Bce paBHO, Thl yMpelb Befb. .. ail xe
HaM TOHSTH TO, YTO ThI cziesiasl. MBI OCTaeMCsl JKUTh, M HaM TOJIE3HO 3HATh OOJbIIIE, YEM MBI 3HACM. . .

«— XO0pol1Io, s CKaxy, XOTs 51, MOXKET ObITh, CAM HEBEPHO IMOHUMAIO TO, YTO CIIyYHIIOCh. S1 you
ee MOTOMY, MHE KaXeTCsl, — UTO MEHsI OTTOJIKHYJIA OHA. .. A MHE ObUIO HYXHO ee.

«— Ho ona He TBos1! — ckazanu emy.

«— Pa3Be BbI 10JIb3yeTeCh TOJIBKO CBOMM? S BUKY, UTO KaX[blil YEJIOBEK UMEET TOJIBKO peub,
PYKH U HOTH. .. a BIJIeeT OH KMBOTHBIMH, KEHIIIMHAMU, 3eMJICH. .. © MHOTUM eIIIe. . .

«EMmy ckazasm Ha 3710, 4TO 32 BCE, UTO YeJIOBEK OEpeT, OH IUIATUT COOOM: CBOMM YMOM U CHJIOH,
MHOT/IA — KU3HBIO. A OH OTBEYaJl, YTO OH XOUYET COXPAHUTH CeOsl IIEJIbIM.

«J107ro TOBOPMIIM C HUIM M HAKOHEIl YBUIEJH, YTO OH CUMTAeT ceOs EpBHIM Ha 3eMJie 1, KpoMme
ce0s1, He BUIUT HUYero. Beem faxe CcTpaiiHo CTano, Korjaa MOHsUIN, Ha KaKoe OIMHOYECTBO OH 00pe-
Kaj ceOsi. Y Hero He ObUIO HY TUIEMEHH, HU MaTepH, HU CKOTa, HY KEeHBI, M OH HE XOTeJI HUYero 3Toro.

«Korpa moan yBuaamm 3To, OHM CHOBA IPUHSUIUCH CYIUTh O TOM, Kak Haka3arth ero. Ho tenepb
HEJI0JITO OHU TOBOPUJIM, — TOT, MYAPBIi, HE MEIIABIIIUNA UM CYAUTh, 3aTOBOPHUII CaM:

«— Croiite! HakazaHue ecTb. DTO CTpaIllHOE HAKA3aHUE; Bbl HE BbIIYMAETe TAaKOrO B THICSUY
ner! Hakazanue emy — B Hem camoM! [lyctute ero, mycTh OH OyaeT cBoOoneH. Bot ero HakazaHue!

«W Tyt mpousonuio Benmkoe. I'psHys rpoM ¢ Hebec, — XOTsl Ha HUX He ObLIO Ty4. DTO CHIIBI
HeOecHbIe TIONTBEePIKAAIN pedb MyAporo. Bece OKJIOHUINCH U pa3oIUTHCh.

A 3TOT 10HOIIa, KOTOPBI TETeph MOTy4rsI UMs Jlappa, yTo 3HAUMT: OTBEPKEHHDIN, BHIKUHYTHIN
BOH, — IOHOINIA TPOMKO CMEsIJICSI BCIIE]] JIIOASIM, KOTOpble OPOCHUJIM €ro, CMesiICs, OCTaBasiCh OJIUH,
CcBOOOIHBIN, Kak oTell ero. Ho otelr ero — He OB 4EJIOBEKOM. .. A 3TOT — ObLI 4eioBeK. I BOT OH cTai
KUTb, BOJIbHBIN, Kak nTulia. OH MPUXOAUI B IJIEMS U MOXUINAJ CKOT, JIEBYIIIEK — BCE, UTO XoTen. B
HETO CTPEJIsLIU, HO CTPEJTbl He MOIJIM IIPOH3UTH €T0 TeJla, 3aKPHITOr0 HEBUAMMBIM MTOKPOBOM BBICIIIEH
Kapbl. OH OBUI JIOBOK, XHIIIEH, CUJIEH, JKECTOK M He BCTpPEYaJiCs C JIOAbMU JIMLIOM K Jiniy. Tosbko
u3aMM Bujenu ero. M 1oaro oH, OMMHOKHIA, Tak BUJICS OKOJIO JIIOAEH, JOJITO — He OJIMH JECSATOK
rofoB. Ho BOT otHask1bl OH TIOJOIIIEs OJIM3KO K JIIO/SIM |, KOTa OHM OPOCHIIMCH Ha HETro, He TPOHYJICS
C MecTa M HMUYEeM He MoKa3asl, 4yTo OyAeT 3ampiarbes. Torna onquH u3 Moaei 10raaics U KpuKHYI
I'POMKO:

«— He tponste ero! OH xoueT ymepers!

«W Bce ocTaHOBMITUCH, HE Kesast 00JIerYiTh y4acTh TOr0, KTO A€l UM 3J10, He Kellast youBaTh
ero. OCTaHOBWIICh M CMESUTHCh Ha/l HUM. A OH JpOXaJ, CJbIIIA STOT CMeX, M BCE UCKaJI Yero-To Ha
CBOEM I'pyIy, XBaTasch 3a Hee pykamu. M BAPYr oH Opocuiicsi Ha Jofiel, mogHsIB KameHb. Ho oHw,
YKJIOHSISICh OT €T0 y/IapOB, He HAHECIT €My HU OJJHOTO, ¥ KOT/Jla OH, YTOMJIEHHBI!, C TOCKJIUBBIM KpH-
KOM yIaJl Ha 3eMJII0, TO OTOIIUTM B CTOPOHY U HAaOMIOAaM 32 HUM. BOT OH BCTas U, MOTHSAB MOTEPsH-
HBI KeM-TO B 60pbOe ¢ HUM HOX, yaapuia um ceds B rpyab. Ho ciomascst HOX — TOYHO B KaMeHb
ynapwii uM. M cHOBa OH ymaj Ha 3eMJII0 M Io/Tro Ouiics TooBol 00 Hee. Ho 3emitst oTcTpaHsiiach
OT HEro, yryOJIsisiCh OT YAapOB €r0 IrOJIOBHI.

«— OH He MOXeT yMepeTh! — ¢ paloCThIO0 CKa3aJIM JIO/H.
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«W yumm, octaBuB ero. OH Jiexas KBepxy JUIIOM U BUIET — BBICOKO B HeOe YepPHBIMU TOUKAMM
1aBaJIi MOTY4He Opiibl. B ero mia3zax ObUIO CTOJIBKO TOCKH, YTO MOKHO OBLTIO ObI OTPAaBUTH €10 BCEX
monieit mupa. Tak, ¢ TOM OpbI OCTaJICS OH OIUH, CBOOOTHBIN, OKuIast cMepTH. VI BOT OH XOJUT, XOAWT
MOBCIOAY . .. BUaMIIb, OH CTas yKe Kak TeHb U TakuM OyaeT BeuHo! OH He OHUMaeT HU PEeuH JIOJIeH,
HU MX TIOCTYNKOB — HI4ero. Y BcE iner, XoauT, XoauT. .. EMy HeT Ku3HU, U CMepTh He YJbIbaeTcs
emy. U HeT emy mMecTa cpeau Jiofieid. .. BoT kak ObLT MopaskeH YeloBeK 3a TOPAOCTh !»

Crapyxa B370XHYJIa, 3aMOJTYajIa, M €€ TOJIOBa, OMYCTHUBIIKUCH HA TPY/b, HECKOJIBKO pa3 CTPAaHHO
KAYHYJIaCh.

S nocmotpen Ha Hee. CTapyXy of0/IeBajl COH, MOKA3aJ0Ch MHE, U CTAJIO IOYEMY-TO CTPAIITHO
kaJko ee. KoHell pacckasza oHa Bejla TAKMM BO3BBIIIICHHBIM, YTPOKAIOIIAM TOHOM, a BCe-TaKU B 3TOM
TOHE 3By4Yasia Oos13/mBast, padckasi HOTa.

Ha 6epery 3arnenu, — crpanHo 3arenmu. CHavana pa3iajics KOHTPAJIbTO, — OH MPOIeN ABe-TpU
HOTBI, ¥ pa3faJicsl IPyrou rojaoc, Ha4aBIlIUi MECHIO CHavYala, a MePBbIi BCE JIUJICS BIEPEIH €ro... —
TPETH, YeTBEPTHIH, MATHIN BCTYIWIM B MIECHIO B TOM e Topsiake. VI BAPYT Ty ke TMeCHI0, OMNsATh-
TaK¥W CHAavaJIa, 3arejl XOp MYXCKHX T'OJIOCOB.

Kaxpiil rosioc *KeHIUH 3BYYal COBEPIIEHHO OTICIIBHO, BCE OHU Ka3aJMCh Pa3HOIBETHHIMU
PYYbsIMHU 1, TOUHO CKATHIBASICh OTKYIA-TO CBEPXY IO YCTyIaM, IIpbirasi ¥ 3BEHs, BIUBAsICh B TYCTYIO
BOJTHY MYKCKHX TOJIOCOB, TJIABHO JIMBIITYIOCS KBEPXY, TOHYJIM B HEH, BRIPHIBAIMCH U3 Hee, 3arTyIlain
ee ¥ CHOBA OJIH 3a PyTUM B3BUBAJIVCH, YHCTHIC U CUJIbHBIC, BHICOKO BBEPX.

[ITyma BOJH HE CIIBIITHO OBLIO 3a TOJIOCAMM. . .
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II

— CrbIman M Thl, 4T00 TAe-HUOYAB elle Tak neiu? — cripocuiia Vzeprusib, noqHuMast rojoBy
1 ynpioasicb 6e33yO0bIM PTOM.

— He cibixan. Hukorna He cibixad. ..

— W ne ycapmumis. Mbl m00uM 1ietb. ToBKO KpacaBlibl MOTYT XOpPOLIO MeTh, — KpacasLibl,
KOTOpbIE JIIOOAT UTh. MBI J1I0OUM k1Th. CMOTpPHU-Ka, pa3Be He YCTaJM 3a [eHb Te, KOTOpPbIE MOKT
tam? C Bocxoa 1o 3akaT padoTasd, B30OLUIA JyHa, U yxe — nolot! Te, KoTopele He yMeIOT KUTb,
aernu Obl cniath. Te, KOTOPBIM AHU3Hb MUJIA, BOT — IOIOT.

— Ho 310poBbe. .. — Hauas ObLIO 1.

— 310poBbs Beerja XBaTUT Ha *U3Hb. 310poBbe! Pa3Be Thl, UMest IeHbIM, HE TPATUI Obl UX?
3/10poBbe — TO K€ 30JI0TO. 3HACIIIb ThI, UTO $ JieJIajia, Koraa Obuta Monooi ? $1 Tkaia KOBpHI ¢ BOCXoa
10 3aKaT, He BCTaBasi MOYTH. $1, KaK COMHEUHBIH JIyd, KMBast ObUIa U BOT JOJDKHA ObLIa CUZIETH HETIO-
IBWXHO, TOYHO KaMeHb. M cuaena 1o Toro, 4to, ObIBaJIO, BCe KOCTH Y MEHSI Tpelar. A Kak npuaeT
HOYb, 51 OeXajla K ToMy, KOro JmoOmia, 1enoBarkcs ¢ HUM. U Tak s Gerana Tpu Mecsina, rmoka osuia
JOOOBb; BCE HOUM ITOr0 BpeMeHH OblBasia y Hero. 1 BOT 10 KaKoii OpbI JOKHJIa — XBaTHJIO KPOBH !
A ckonbko moowia! CKOJBKO MOLeTyeB B3siia U 1aal..

4 mocmotpen e B 0. Ee uepHbie 11a3a ObUIM BCe-TaKM TYCKJIBI, X HE 0KMBIJIO BOCTIOMHUHA-
Hre. JlyHa ocBelana ee cyxue, NOTpecKaBIIAeCs I'yObl, 3a0CTPEHHBII MOIOOPOIOK C CEIBIMU BOJIO-
CaMU Ha HEM M CMOPILEHHBII HOC, 3aTHYThIi, CJIOBHO KJIIOB coBbl. Ha MecTe 11ek ObUTN YepHbIe SIMBI,
Y B OJHOHM M3 HMX JIeKaJla MPs/b MEMebHO-CE/IbIX BOJIOC, BHIOMBIIMXCS M3-TIOA KPACHOW TPSIIKH,
KOTOpOI0 OblIa 0OMOTaHa ee rosiopa. Koxka Ha nmie, 1mee 1 pykax BCsl U3pe3aHa MOPIIMHAMHY, U ITPU
Ka)K/IOM JBIKEHUH CTapoid 3epruiib MOXHO OBLIO JK/IaTh, UTO CyXasl 3Ta KOKa pa3opBeTcs BCs, pas-
BaJINTCA KyCKaMH U IIPEI0 MHOM BCTAHET I'OJIBIM CKEJIET C TYCKJIBIMU YEPHBIMU IJIA3aMHU.

Omna cHOBa HavyaJla paccKa3bIBaTh CBOMM XPYCTSILUM IOJIOCOM:

— 4 xuna ¢ marepbio noa Panbun, Ha camoM Oepery beipnaza; 1 MHe ObUIO MATHAILATH JIET,
KOT/Ia OH SIBUJICS K HallleMy XyTopy. BblT OH Takoii BRICOKMIA, TMOKHMIL, YepHOYCHIH, Becesblid. CHINUT B
JIOJKE U TaK 3BOHKO KPUUYMT OH HaM B OKHa: «JH, HET JI y Bac BUHA. .. U TIOeCTb MHe ?» §] mocMoTpena
B OKHO CKBO3b BETBH SICEHEW U BUXKY: peKa BCsl roy0asi OT JIyHbl, a OH, B 0€JI0i pyOaxe U B IIMPOKOM
KyIlIake ¢ PacIyIleHHbIMM Ha OOKY KOHILIAMHM, CTOMT OJHOW HOTOH B JIOKE, a Jpyroi Ha Oepery.
W nokaunBaeTcs, U YTO-TO MOET. YBUAAT MEHsl, TOBOpUT: «BoT Kakas KpacaBuua x«uset TyT!.. A
s M He 3Has 1po 310!» TOYHO OH yXk 3Hasl Bcex KpacaBull 10 MeHs! S1 qana eMy BUHa M BapeHOM
CBUHHMHBI. .. A 4epe3 ueThIpe JHS Aaja yxKe U BCIo ceOs. .. Mbl BC€ KaTaJlich C HUM B JIOJKE TT0 HOYaM.
OH npueaeT ¥ MOCBUCTUT TUXO, KAK CYCIIUK, a s BBIIPBITHY, Kak pblOa, B OKHO Ha peky. U enem... OH
Obu1 pridakoM ¢ I1pyTa, 1 MOTOM, KOrJa MaTh y3Hasa Ipo BCE ¥ MOOMIIa MEHsI, YTOBApHUBAJI BCE MEHS
yiTu ¢ HUM B J1oOpy/KY M Aajbiie, B AyHaickue rupia. Ho MHe yx He HpaBHJICS OH TOTja — TOJIBKO
MOeT J1a LesyeTcsi, Hudero oosbiie! CKydHO 3T0 ObUIO yke. B TO BpeMs ryiiysibl aifKoi XOmuar 1o
TEM MeCTaM, U Y HUX ObUIH JIIOOE3HbIE TYT... Tak BOT TeM — Beceso Obuto. MHast KIeT, KIET CBOEro
KapraTcKoro MoJIoAla, AyMaeT, YTo OH yXke B TIOpbMe WIJIM YOUT T/ie-HHOYAb B ApaKe, — ¥ BAPYT OH
OfINH, a TO C IBYMs-TpeMs TOBapHIaMu, Kak ¢ Heba, ynajer K Hell. [logapku nogHocun Gorarele —
JIETKO 7K€ Be/lb I0cTaBajloch BcE UM! M mupyeT y Hee, ¥ XBaJIMTCA €10 NEpei CBOMMU TOBapUIlaMu. A
el mo6o 3710. 1 ¥ nonpocuia oHy NOAPYTY, y KOTOPO# ObUI I'yLlyll, OKa3aTh MHE UX. .. Kak ee 3Bamm?
3abbuta Kak... Bcé crana 3a6pBath Tenepb. MHOTo BpeMeHH MPOLUIO ¢ TOHM MOpPbI, BCE 3a0ynentn!
Ona MeHs NO3HaKOMMJIa ¢ MOJIOAoM. bbut xoport. .. Poikuit Obl1, Bech PbUKUI — U YCBI, U KyApH!
OrnenHas rosoBa. M ObUT OH TakoW MeyvasbHbIid, MHOI/A JIACKOBBIM, a MHOI/A, KaK 3Bepb, peBell U
npancs. Pa3 ynapun MeHs B uIIo. .. A s, Kak KOIIIKa, BCKOYMJIA eMY Ha Ipy/b 1a U BIMJIAch 3y0aMu
B 1IeKY. .. C To¥ MOps!l y HEro Ha IleKe CTaja SIMKa, U OH JIIOWJI, KOrjJa s LeJloBaJa ee. ..

— A pbiOak Kyjia ieBaJicsi? — CIPOCHII 5.
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— Poi6ak? A oH... TyT... OH npuctan Kk HUM, K ryiynam. CHavana BCE€ yroBapuBal MEHs U
rpo3ust OpOCUTh B BOMY, a TIOTOM — HAYETO, MPHUCTAT K HAM U Jpyryio 3asei... VX o6onx u mose-
CUJIM BMECTe — U pblbaKa, ¥ 3TOro ryimyia. s xommna cMoTpers, Kak ux Bemann. B JoOpymxke 3to
ObU10. PHIOaK 1m1es1 Ha Ka3Hb OJeIHBIN 1 TUTaKall, a Tyiys TpyOKy Kypui. Wpet cebe u KypuT, pyku B
KapMaHax, OJJMH yC Ha IjIeue JISKHT, a IPYroll Ha Irpy[b CBECHJICS. YBUIAT MEHsI, BRIHYJ TPYOKY U
kpuunt: «I[Ipomait!..» f nensii rop xanena ero. 9x!.. ITo yk Toraa ¢ HUMH ObLIO, KaK OHHM XOTEJIH
yiiti B Kapnatsi k ce6e. Ha mpoiijanbse monuiy K OHOMY PyMbIHY B TOCTH, TaM UX U IOUMasu. [{Boux
TOJIBKO, @ HECKOJIbKMX YOWJIH, a OCTaJIbHBIE YILIH... Bce-Taku pyMBIHY 3aIuIaTHIM TOCTe. .. XyTop
COXIJIM U MEJIbHUILY, U XJieO Bech. Hummm cra.

— 370 THI cfienana’? — Haygady CIipoCcuI .

— MHoro ObUTO Apy3ell y TYIYJIOB, He OfHa ... KTo ObUI UX JIyUYIIMM JPYroM, TOT ¥ CIIPABHT
UM NIOMUHKM. . .

[NecHs Ha Gepery Mopsl yke YMOJIKJIa, U CTapyXxe BTOPUJI TeNiepb TOJBKO IIIyM MOPCKHX BOJH, —
3alyMYHMBBIIA, MSATEKHBIN IITyM ObLIT CJTABHOM BTOPOH paccKazy O MATEXKHOM Ku3HH. Bc€ Msirde crano-
BWJIACh HOUb, M BCE OOJIBbIIIE PA3pOKAATIOCh B HEl TOIyOOro CUSIHUS JIyHBI, & HEOIIPE/IE/ICHHBIE 3BYKH
XJIONOTJIMBOW KM3HU €€ HEBUAUMBIX OOMTaTeNiell CTAHOBUJIMCH THIIIE, 3ariTyllaeMble BO3PACTABIINM
IIIOPOXOM BOJIH. .. KOO YCUJIUBAJICS BETEP.

— A 10 eme Typka moouna . B rapeme y Hero Owuta, B Ckyrapu. Llenyio Hepemo xuna, —
HU4ero. .. Ho cky4HO cTaso. .. — BCE XKEeHIIMHBI, JKeHIIMHBI. .. BoceMb Ob10 UX y Hero. .. Llenbiii neHsb
eJIAAT, CIIST ¥ OOJNITAIOT IJIyTble peud. .. Vinu pyraiorcsi, KBOXUYT, Kak KypuIlbl... OH ObLT yK HEMOJIO-
1o, 3ToT TypoK. Ceaoil MouTH U TaKoW BakHbIHA, OoraThiil. [OBOpHIT — Kak BiagbIKa. .. [J1a3a Obuu
yepHsle. .. [Ipsimble raza... CMoTpAT npsamo B aymry. OueHb oH JiioOou1 MomuThes. S ero B Bykype-
IITH YBUJANIA. .. XOOUT MO PBIHKY, KaK I1apb, U CMOTPHUT TaK BaXHO, BakHO. S emy ynbiOHynach. B
TOT K€ Beuep MEHs CXBaTWIM Ha y/IWle U NpuBe3u K Hemy. OH caHzal U najabMy Ipojasal, a B
Bykypeitu npuexan Kynutb 4to-1o. «Efems ko MmHe?» — ropopur. «O aa, noeay!» — «Xopomwo!»
W s moexana. Borareii oH ObUI, 3TOT TYpoK. U CBIH Y HEero ysxe ObUI — YepHEHbKUI MaJIbUUK, THOKUIT
Takoi. .. Emy ner mecrHaamnars 66i10. C HUM 51 1 yOexasa oT Typka... Yoexana B Bonrapuio, B Jlom-
[Mananky... Tam MeHst oqHa Oorapka HOXOM yAapuia B IpyIdb 3a XKEHHUXa WM 32 MyKa CBOETo —
yke He IOMHIO.

XBopajia s A0Jr0 B MOHACThIpe OJHOM. KEHCKMIl MOHACTBIpb. YXaXkMBaja 3a MHOW OfIHA
JEBYIIIKA, TIOJIbKA. .. ¥ K HeW U3 MOHACTHIPS APYroro — okosno Apuep-Ilananku, moMHio, — Xoaui Opart,
TOXE MOHAIIEK. .. Takoi... Kak 4epBsK, BCE U3BUBAJICS MPeIo MHOM. .. M Korna s BbI310poBesa, TO
yluia ¢ HuM. .. B [lonsmry ero.

— IMoronu! A rie mMajeHbKUN TYpPOK ?

— Manpuuk? OH ymep, MaibuuK. OT TOCKH IO JOMY WJTH OT JTIIOOBH. .. HO CTaJl COXHYTh OH, TaK,
KaK HeOKperilee IePEeBLO, KOTOPOMY CJIMIIIKOM MHOT'O IEpenasio COMHIIA. .. TaK U COX BCE. .. [ToMHIo,
JIEXKUT, BECh yKe MPO3PAYHbI 1 roMyOOBaThIi, KaK JIbAWHKA, a BCE elle B HeM T'OpHT JII0OOBb. .. U
BCE IPOCUT HAKJIOHUTHCS U TIOIEIOBATH €ro. .. 51 Moduia ero v, MoMHIO, MHOTO IieioBasia. [Totom yx
OH COBCEM CTaJl TUIOX — He JBUTaJics MOUTH. JISKHT 1 Tak kanoOHO, KaK HUIIUN MUJIOCTBIHU, TIPOCUT
MeH$ Jiedb C HUM PAJOM U IpeThb ero. f noxwuiack. JIsKellb ¢ HAM... OH Cpa3y 3arOpUTCsl BECh.
OpHax/1bl 51 TPOCHYJIACH, & OH YK XOJIOAHBIN. .. MEPTBBIN. .. S mulakasna Hajg HUM. Kto ckaxer? Moxer,
Be/lb 3TO 51 U yOusna ero. Basoe crapie ero s Obiia Toraa yx. M Obuta Takasi CuilbHasl, COYHAs. .. a
OH — YTO ke?.. Manpuuk!..

OHna B3JI0XHY/Ia U — MEPBbII Pa3 s BUJEN 3TO Y HEE — MEPEKPECTUIIACh TPUKIbI, ILIeMya YTo-
TO CyXUMHU ryOamu.

— Hy, otnipaBuiiack Th1 B [onbiy. .. — noackasan s ei.

— Ha... ¢ Tem, MajeHbKUM MojisTakoM. OH ObUT cMeriHOM 1 ToTeii. Korma emy HykHa Oblia
JKEHILIMHA, OH JIACTWJICSI KO MHE KOTOM U C €rO0 sI3bIKa TOpsYMiA M€/l TeK, a KOrja OH MEHs He XOTell,
TO IIEJIKAT MeHsI CJIOBaMH, Kak KHYTOM. Pa3 Kak-To 1 Mel 1o 6epery peku, ¥ BOT OH CKa3al MHe
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ropaoe, oouanoe cioo. O! O!.. 4 paccepaunace! S 3akunena, kak cmona! 1 B3siy1a ero Ha pyku o,
Kak peOeHKa, — OH ObLT MaJICHbK UL, — IMOJJHSJIA BBEPX, CIABUB €My OOKa TaK, YTO OH IOCHHEN Bech. U
BOT s pa3MaxHyJiach M Opocua ero ¢ 6epera B peky. OH kpuyas. CmenrHo Tak kpudai. S1 cMoTtpena
Ha HEro CBepxy, a OH Oapaxraiyicsl Tam, B Bofe. S ynuia torma. M Gosbiiie He BCTpeyasiach ¢ HUM. S
OblJTa CYACT/IMBA Ha 3TO: HUKOIJA HEe BCTpevyasiach MOCe ¢ TeMU, KOTOPBIX KOrJa-To JoouiIa. 1o
HEXOpOIIIe BCTPEUH, BCE PaBHO KaK OBl C TOKOMHUKAMU.

Crapyxa 3amonyana, B3apixas. S npeacrasisit cede BOCKpelaeMbIX elo joeil. Bot orneHHo-
PBIKMIA, YCaThId T'YITyJI UAET YMUPATh, CIIOKOMHO MOKYpHUBasi TPYOKy. Y Hero, HaBepHoe, ObLIN XOJIO/-
HBIE, TOTyOBIE T71a3a, KOTOPhIE Ha BCE CMOTPEJIM COCPEIOTOYSHHO Y TBEP/I0. BOT psiioM ¢ HUM YepHO-
ycblii peidak ¢ [IpyTa; TuiadeT, He kennast yMUpaTh, U Ha ero JIMie, OJIeIHOM OT MPEeJCMEPTHON TOCKH,
MOTYCKHEJN BeceJIble IJ1a3a, M YCbl, CMOYEHHbIE CJIe3aMH, MeYaTbHO OOBUCIHU TIO yIJIaM MCKPHUBJICH-
HOro pra. Bot oH, crapsblii, BaXHbI TYpOK, HaBEpHOE, (haTAIUCT U JECIIOT, U PSIIOM C HUM €rO ChiH,
OJIeIHBII 1 X PYITKUM [IBETOK BOCTOKA, OTPABJICHHBIN MOLETYSIMUA. A BOT TIIECIABHBIN MOJISK, FalaHT-
HBIT 1 )KeCTOKUM, KPAaCHOPEUMBBIN M XOJIOMHBIN. .. V1 Bce OHU — TOJIbKO OJIeJHbIE TeHH, a Ta, KOTOPYIO
OHU IIEJIOBAIM, CUJIUT PSAZIOM CO MHOW JKWBasl, HO UCCYIIIEHHasl BpeMeHeM, Oe3 Tena, 0e3 KpoBH, C
cepaieM Oe3 KeJlaHuM, ¢ T1a3aMu O6e3 OTHsI, — TOKE ITOYTH TCHb.

Omna npoposmxkana:

— B Ionbie crano TpygHo MHe. Tam KMBYT XOJIOIHBIE U JIKMBBIE JIIOAU. S HE 3HAJIA UX 3Me-
HMHOTO s3bIKa. Be€ mmmdr... Yro mmmnar? Dto 60r gaja UM TaKOM 3MEWHBIA SA3BIK 3a TO, YTO OHU
mxuBsl. [1lna s Torma, He 3Has Kyja, U BUjIeNa, Kak OHM cOOMpaich OYHTOBATh C BaMU, PYCCKUM.
Homua 1o ropona boxuuu. 2Kuig ouH Ky MeHsT; He IS ceOs1 KyIuJl, a YTOObl TOProBaTh MHOIO.
41 cornmacunack Ha 310. UTOOBI KUTh — HAJIO YMETh YTO-HUOY/Ib JiesiaTh. S HUUero He ymesna u 3a 31O
riatiiia cooor. Ho s mogymana Tora, 9to Bejib, €CIiv s J0CTaHy HEMHOTO JICHET, YTOObI BOPOTUThCS
K ceOe Ha Beipnaz, s mopBy Lienu, Kak Obl OHM Kpenku Hu Obutd. U xuita s Tam. XOowiim KO MHe
Oorarble TIaHBl ¥ TUPOBAIA Y MEHS. DTO UM JIOPOTO CTOMJIO. [lpaiuch U3-3a MEHsI OHU, Pa3OPsUIUCh.
OpuH 1o6uBaCs MeHs J0JITO W pa3 BOT UTO CeJIall: MPUIIEN, a CIyra 3a HUM HJIET ¢ MelkoM. Bot
TaH B3sU1 B PyKU TOT MEIIOK U OMPOKUHYJI €ro HajJ MOEei TOJIOBOM. 30JI0Thie MOHEThI CTYKaJIM MEHsI
T0 TOJIOBE, ¥ MHE BeceJio ObLIO CITyIIaTh MX 3BOH, KOTJIa OHM Tajaiy Ha moji. Ho 51 Bce-Taku BhITHAJa
naHa. Y Hero ObLIO TaKOE TOJICTOE, ChIPOE JIUIIO, ¥ JKUBOT — Kak OoJibIiast moxyka. OH cMOTpe, Kak
cbITasi CBUHbBA. [la, BhITHAA 51 €70, XOTh OH M TOBOPHJI, UTO TIPOJIAJI BCE 3€MJIM CBOU, U JIOMa, U KOHEH,
YTOOBI OCHITIATh MEHS 30JI0TOM. $1 Toraa JoduiIa OQHOTrO TOCTOMHOTO MaHa ¢ U3PYOJICHHBIM JIMIIOM.
Bcé nuio 6b110 y Hero u3pyosIeHo KpecT-HakpecT cablIsiMu TYPOK, C KOTOPBIMHU OH HE3a/10JIT0 Tiepet
TeM BOEBaJI 3a TPeKOB. BoT uenoBek!.. UTo emMy rpeku, ecii oH Mojisk? A OH ToIeNt, Ouics ¢ HUMU
MPOTHB UX BparoB. VI3pyOuiu ero, y Hero BHITEK OWH IJ1a3 OT yAapOB, U JIBa Majiblia Ha JIEBOH pyKe
OBbLTM TOXe OTPYOJIeHHI. .. YTO eMy rpekH, eclii OH MOJIIK? A BOT YTO: OH JTIOOWJ MOJABUTH. A KOTIa
YeJIOBeK JIIOOWT TIO/IBUTH, OH BCErJa yMeeT UX CIeaTh ¥ HAJIeT, T/ie 9TO MOKHO. B jku3Hu, 3Haelb
JIM ThI, BCETJIA €CTh MECTO MmoABUram. M Te, KOTopbie He HaXOIAT UX ISl ce0s1, — Te TIPOCTO JICHTSIN UIH
TPYCHI, WM HE TIOHUMAIOT )KU3HU, TTIOTOMY UYTO, KaObl JIOAW MIOHUMAJTU KU3Hb, KOKIBIA 3aX0TesT Obl
OCTaBUTH TOCJIE ce0s1 CBOIO TeHb B Hel. M Torja )u3Hb He okupaia Ovl mofei oeccento. .. O, 31or,
pyOsenbIit, ObUT XOporvid yesnoBek! OH roToB ObLT MATH HA Kpail CBETa, YTOOBI IeIaTh YTO-HUOYIb.
HagepHoe, Bamm youiu ero Bo Bpemsi OyHTa. A 3aueM Bbl Xoauau Outh Maapsip? Hy-Hy, Momun!..

W, npukaszpiBasi MHE MOIuaTh, crapasi Mi3eprusib BAPYr 3amMoiTyaia cama, 3a1yMaiach.

— 3Hana Takke s 1 BeHrpa oqHoro. OH offHaX bl YIIIeI OT MeHsI, — 3MMOM 3TO OBLJIO, — ¥ TOJIBKO
BECHOM, KOTJIa CTasiyl CHEr, HAllUIM ero B IoJie ¢ IPOCTpesieHHoM rojioBoi. Bot kak! Buauibs — He
MeHBITIe YyMbI I'YOUT JIIOOOBB JIIO/IEH; KOJIM MTOCYUTAThL — He MeHbIIIe. .. UTo s roBopuia? O [Nosnebire. . .
Jla, TaM s chirpaja CBOIO TOC/eIHIo Urpy. Berpetrna ogHoro nuisxrtuya. .. Bot 6si1 kpacus! Kak
yept. 4 ke crapa yx OblIa, 9X, crapa! Bbiio 1 MHe deThipe aecsartka jier? [Toxainyi, 94to v Obl10. .. A
OH OBLI el1le U rop, ¥ N30aJI0BaH HaMU, XkeHIMHaMU. [Joporo oH MHe cTall. .. aa. OH XoTes cpa3y Tak
ceOe B3SITh MeHs, HO s He Jayiack. S He OblTa HUKOTAA paOdoy, HUUbEl. A C )KUIOM 5 yKe KOHUMIIA,

11



M. Topekuii. «Crapyxa M3epriib»

MHOTO JieHer nana emy... U yxe B Kpakose xua. Torga y MeHst Bc€ ObUIO: U JIOIIAAU, U 30JI0TO, U
cayru... OH XOOuI KO MHe, TOpABIA JEMOH, ¥ BCE XOTesl, YTo0 s caMa KMHYJIach eMy B pyKu. Mebl
MOCHIOPUJIM C HUM. .. S1 axe, — MOMHIO, — JypHesa OT 3Toro. JIoaro 3To TAHYJIOCK. .. Sl B3siia cBoOe:
OH Ha KOJIEHSIX yrpammBai MeHs... Ho TonbKko B3sil, Kak yx U Opocuit. Torga noHsia si, 4To crajia
crapa... Ox, 310 ObUTO MHe Hecnaako! Bot yx Hecnmaako!.. S Beap moduia ero, 3Toro yepra. .. a oH,
BCTpevasich CO MHOM, CMesICs. .. IOAJIBbIA OH Obu1! W Ipyrum OH cMesiyicst Halo MHOM, a sl 9TO 3HaJIa.
Hy, yx ropsko 0bu10 MHe, ckaxy! Ho oH ObuT TyT, OIU3KO, ¥ I BCe-TaKM JT000BaIach UM. A Kak BOT
ylIesa OH OMThCSI C BAMH, PYCCKMMH, TOIIHO cTaio MHe. Jlomasa 51 ce0si, HO He MorJia cjioMars. .. U
penmia noexarh 3a HUM. OH okoso BapiaBsl ObL1, B Jiecy.

Ho korpa s mpuexana, TO y3HaJsia, 4TO YK MOOWJIM MX Ballld... ¥ YTO OH B IUJIEHY, HE/IAIEKO B
JepEBHE.

«3HauuT, — MoiyMana si, — He yBUKY yxke ero Oonbine!» A BuaeTb xorenoch. Hy, crana cra-
parbcst yBUIaTh. .. Humel onenach, XpoMoii, ¥ TIOILIA, 3aBA3aB JIMIO, B Ty AEPEBHIO, Ie ObUI OH.
Besne ka3aku 1 coIaTHL. .. IOPOrO MHE CTOWJIO ObITh Tam! Y3Hama s, rae MONSKUA CUOAT, U BUKY,
YTO TPYIHO MOMACTh TyAA. A Hy’KHO MHE 3TO ObUIO. A BOT HOYBIO MOTOJI3/1A sI K TOMY MECTY, IJie OHU
obutn. [Tonsy Mo oropomy Meskty rpsiJ M BUXKY: YaCOBOW CTOMT Ha MOEH Iopore. .. A yX CJIBIIIHO MHE
— TOIOT TMOJISIKK U TOBOPSAT TpoMKo. [1oI0T mecHio ofHy... K Matepu Oora... VI TOT Tam *ke MoeT. ..
Apkamsk Moil. MHe roppKo cTaso, Kak NojyMasa s, YTO pPaHbllIe 3a MHOW IMOJ3a/IU... 4 BOT OHO,
MIPULIUIO BPEMsI — U 5 3@ YEJIOBEKOM IIOI0JI3/1a 3Meel 10 3eMJIE U, MOXKET, Ha CMEPTh CBOIO MOJI3Y.
A 3TOT 4acoBoOil yxe ciymiaeT, BoirHyJcs Brepea. Hy, uto xe mue? Berana s ¢ 3eMiM ¥ nonuia Ha
Hero. Hu HOXa y MeHs HeT, HU4ero, KpoMe pyk Ja s3bika. sKaneo, uyTo He B3sia Hoxa. Lllemuy:
«[loromu!..» A OH, conaaT 3TOT, yXke MPHUCTABIII K TOpJIy MHE INTHIK. §1 roBopio emy 1enotoM. «He
KOJTH, TIOTOJY, TIOC/TyINai, Koy y Teds ayma ectb! He mory Tebe HuYero narth, a mpoiry 1eds. ..»
OH omycTus pyKbe U Takke MIENoToM roBopuT MHe: «Ilonuia mpous, 6ada! momuia! Yero tede?» A
cKaszajia eMy, YTO CbIH Y MEHsI TYT 3arepT... « bl MOHUMaelb, conaat, — ceiH! Thl Belb TOXKE ueii-
HUOYb ChIH, Ma? Tak BOT MOCMOTpPHU HAa MEHsSI — Y MEHsI €CTh TaKOM ke, Kak Thl, U BOH OH rae! lai
MHE MTOCMOTPETh Ha HEro, MOXET, OH YMPET CKOPO. .. M, MOXKET, TeOsI 3aBTpa yOBIOT. .. OyJIeT TUlaKaTh
TBOSI MaTh 0 TeOe? U Beap TskKko OyneT Tede yMepeTh, He B3MISIHYB Ha Hee, TBO MaTh? M Moemy
ChIHY TsKKO ke. [Toxaseii e cesi ¥ ero, 1 MeHsl — MaTh!»

Ox, kak josro ropopuia s emy! Ilen goxap 1 Mouwst Hac. Betep BbLT U peBell, U TOJIKAI MEHs
TO B CIIMHY, TO B IPy/b. 51 cTOsIA M Kavanack nepe]] STUM KaMEeHHBIM COJIIATOM. .. A OH BCE TOBOPHII—
«Het!» W kaxplil pa3, Kak 1 CJblIIaNa €ro XOJIOJHOE CIIOBO, ElIe kKapyue BO MHE BCIBIXMBAJIO XKeJla-
HHE BUIIETh TOro, ApKaadKa... S roBopuiia u Mepua rjia3aMu cojijgara — OH ObLT MaJICHBKUH, CYXOM
1 Bcé Kauuis1. M BOT s ynana Ha 3eMJTi0 Tiepe]] HUM U, OXBATHB €ro KOJEHH, BCE YIpaliuBas ero
rOpsTYMMHU CJIOBaMH, CBAJIMJIA cosiaTa Ha 3emunio. OH yrnait B Tpsi3b. Toraa s ObICTpo MOBEpHYJIa €ro
JIMIIOM K 3eMJIe Y TIPUJIaBIJIa €ro TOJIOBY B JIyXKy, 4YT0O OH He Kpruasl. OH He KpuyaJl, a TOJIBKO BCE
OapaxTa’cs, crapasich COPOCUTh MEHsI C CBOE CIIMHBL. § ske 00euMH pyKaMu BTHCKMBAJIA €ro TOJIOBY
ryoxe B rpsi3b. OH u 3a70xHyJIcs. .. Torna st Opocuiack kK ambapy, rae neu NoJsKU. «ApKagaK!..»
— [menTania s B mean creHe. OHU JOTa/ITUBbIE, STU MOJISIKY, — U, YCIIBIXaB MEHSsI, He TIePeCcTal MeTh!
Bor ero maza npotus Moux. «Mozxkelib Thl BRIATH OTciona?» — «/[la, uepes momn!» — ckazan oH. «Hy,
uam ke». Vl BOT 4yeTBepo uX BbLJIE3JIO U3-TIOf] 3TOro amOapa: Tpoe M ApKajJdK Moil. «I e yacoBbie?»
— cripocui Apkajidk. «BoH siexut!» Y OHM MOIIIM TUXO-TUXO0, COTHYBIIUCH K 3emuie. Jlox b 1ier,
BETep BbUI TPOMKO. MBI yIIUTM U3 AEPEBHU U JJOJITO MOJYA UM JiecOM. BHICTpO Tak 1. Apkaask
AepXkaj MeHs 3a pyKy, U ero pyka Obiia ropsiua u gpoxana. O!.. MHe Tak Xopomo ObUIO C HUM, MTOKa
oH Momuail. [locnenHue 3T0 ObUTM MUHYTHI — XOPOIIIME MUHYTBI MOEH KaJHOU XKU3HU. HO BOT MBI
BBIIILIA HA JIYT ¥ OCTAaHOBWJIMCh. OHM Onarogapuiv MeHs Bce 4eTBepo. OX, Kak OHU JIONTO ¥ MHOTO
rOBOPWJIM MHe uTO-To! [ BCE ciymayia 1 cMoTpena Ha cBoero naHa. Yro xe oH caenaer mue? U BoT
OH OOHSIJT MEHS M CKa3aJl Tak BakHO. .. He MOMHIO, UTO OH CKa3aJl, HO TaK BBIXOAWJIO, YTO TeTrlepbh OH
B OJIaroIapHOCTH 3a TO, UTO s yBeJia ero, Oy/eT JIoOUTh MeHs. .. M cTayl OH Ha KOJIeHU Tpe/io MHOM,
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yIBIOAsICh, M cKa3al MHe: «Most koponeBa!» Bot kakast ;mkuBas codaka Obita 310!.. Hy, Torna s nana
eMy MUHKa HOTOW W yiapuiia Obl ero B JIUIO, Ja OH OTIIATHYJICS W BCKOYMJI. ['pO3HBIN U OJeqHbIN
CTOUT OH Ipeo MHOM... CtodT u Te Tpoe, XMypsle Bce. I Bce monuar. { mocMmorpesna Ha HUX...
MHe Torjaa crano — HOMHIO — TOJIBKO CKYYHO OY€Hb, U TaKas JIEHb Haraja Ha MeHsl. .. 5 ckazasia um:
«Waure!» OHM, NICH, CrIpOoCHI MeHs. « Thl BOPOTHILILCS Ty, YKa3aTh Halll yTh?» BoT kakue nox-
abie! Hy, Bce-taku ynum onu. Torga v s nonuia... A Ha ApYyroi JeHb B3sUIM MEHs Ballld, HO CKOPO
ornycTui. Toraa yBuzena s, 4to mopa MHE 3aBECTH THe310, OyAeT KUTh KyKyIKou! Yk Tskena
cTasia si, ¥ ocjadenu KpbUibs, M Tiepbst oTyckHenu. .. [Topa, mopa! Torga s yexana B amvnuio, a
orryaa B [JoOpymky. U BOT yke OKOJIO TpeX AECATKOB JIET XKUBY 37€Ch. BbIT y MeHs1 My:K, MOJIIaBa-
HUH; ymMep ¢ rog ToMy Bpemenu. M kuBy s Bot! Onna xkuBy... Her, He oqHa, a BOH ¢ TeMu.

Crapyxa MaxHysa pyKo# K Mopio. Tam Bc€ Obuto THX0. IHOTIA pOKAacs Kakor-TO KPaTKUH,
O0OMaHYMBBII 3ByK M YMHUPAJ TOTUYAC KeE.

— JIiobsT oHM MeHsl. MHoro s pacckasbiBao UM pasHoro. MM 3to Hazmo. Eie monozpie Bee. ..
N mue xopornio ¢ Humu. CMOTpio U aymaio: «BoT u 51, ObIJI0 BpeMsl, Takas ke Oblia. .. TonbKo Toraa,
B MO€ BpeMsi, OoJbIlie ObLIO B YEJIOBEKE CUIIBI M OTHSI, M OTTOTO KMJIOCh Becesee U syuine. .. al..»

Ona 3amomuana. MHe rpyctHo ObUTO psiioM ¢ Hedl. OHa ke ipemara, Kadas roJIOBOM, M THXO
IIENTaNA YTO-TO. .. MOXET OBITh, MOJIMJIACH.

C Mops nogHUMAJIach Ty4a — YepHasi, Tshkesiasi, CypoBbIX OU€pTaHUi, IOX0Xkasi Ha TOPHBIN Xpe-
6et. OHa nomsna B crenb. C ee BEPIIMHBI CPHIBAIUCH KJIOUbsl 00JIaKOB, HECIIUCH BIEPE €€ U Tacuiu
3Be3/bl Of1HY 3a apyroi. Mope mymeno. Heganeko ot Hac, B J103ax BUHOTpaja, LeJOBaJINCh, IIel-
TaJM ¥ B3AbIXaau. [ TyOoKo B cTernu BblIa codaka... Bo3ayx pasapaxkasl HepBbl CTPAHHBIM 3a1axoM,
IIEKOTaBIIMM HO3Jpu. OT 001aKOB MaJaii Ha 3eMJTIO TYCThIe CTall TeHel 1 TION3/M 10 Hel, MOM3IH,
Mcue3ali, IBJISUIMCh CHOBA. .. Ha MecTe JyHbl 0CTa0Ch TOJIbKO MyTHOE ONIAJIOBOE MSTHO, KHOT/A €70
COBCEM 3aKphIBaJ CU3bIM KJIOUOK OOsaka. 1 B cTermHol Jay, Terneps yXe YepHOM U CTPAITHOW, KaK
Obl MIPUTAMBIIIEICS, CKPBIBIIEH B ce0e UTO-TO, BCIIBIXMBAIM MaJIeHbKUE TOMyOble OroHbKH. To Tam,
TO TYT OHU Ha MUT SIBJISUIUCH M TaClli, TOYHO HECKOJIbKO JIIOJIEH, pacCHIIABLIMXCS MO CTENH AAJIEKO
APYT OT JIpyra, UCKAJIM B HEW YTO-TO, 3aKUrasi CIMYKH, KOTOPbIE BETEP TOTYAC e Iackil. DTO ObLIH
OYeHb CTpaHHbIE TOTyOble SI3bIKM OTHSI, HAMEKABIIME HAa YTO-TO CKa304HOE.

— Bunuib Th UCKpbI? — cripocuiia MeHs1 zepriib.

— Bon Te, ronyObie? — yka3biBasi el Ha CTelb, CKa3al .

—lony6bie? 1a, 310 OHHM. .. 3HAYHUT, JieTatoT Bce-Taku! Hy-Hy... f yX& BOT He BIXKY MX OOJbIIIE.
He mory s tenepb MHOTOro BUIETb.

— OTKyaa 3TU UCKPBI? — COPOCUIT s CTapyXy. S cibllag Koe-uTo paHblle O IPOUCXOKIECHUN
3TUX UCKP, HO MHE XOTEJIOCh MOCIyIaTh, KAK PAaCCKa)eT O TOM xke crapas 3eprus.

— DT1u UCKpsl OT ropsero cepaua Jlanko. bbuto Ha cBete ceprue, KOTOPOEe OHAXK /bl BCIIbIX-
HYJIO OrHeM. .. M BOT OT Hero 3Tu McKpbl. S pacckaky tede mpo 370... Toxe crapas ckazka. Ctapoe,
BCE crapoe! Buamiib Thl, CKOJIBKO B CTapvHE Bcero?.. A Ternepb BOT HET HUYEro Takoro — HU Je,
HU JIIO/IEN, HU CKa30K TaKuX, Kak B crapuny... [Touemy?.. Hy-ka, ckaxu! He ckaxeus... YTto Tbl
3Haentb? YTo Bce Bbl 3HaeTe, Monoable? Ixe-xe!.. CMoTpesnu Obl B CTApUHY 30PKO — TaM BCE OTTa/IKH
HalayTcs... A BOT Bbl HE CMOTPHUTE U HE YMEETE KUTb OTTOrO... 51 He BUKy pa3Be ku3Hb? OX, BcE
BUKY, XOTb U TUIOXU MOH I71a3a! U BUXKY £, UTO HE )KUBYT JIIOJU, @ BCE IPUMEPSIOTCS, IPUMEPSIIOTCS
Y KJIQAyT Ha 3TO BCIO KU3Hb. U Kora oOBOPYIOT camu cebs1, ICTPaTUB BPeMsl, TO HAYHYT TUIAKaThCS
Ha cyap0y. Urto xe TyT — cynpOa? Kaxapiii cam cebe cyapba! Beskux moneid s HeIHYe BHIKY, a BOT
cuiibHBIX HeT! I'nie sk onu?.. I kpacaBlieB CTAHOBUTCSI BCE MEHbLIIE.

Crapyxa 3agymanach O TOM, Ky/a JEBAJIMCh U3 KU3HU CUJIbHBIE M KPAcUBBIE JIIOIH, U, JyMas,
OCMaTpuBaJia TEMHYIO CTelb, Kak Obl UITIa B HEW OTBETA.

Sl xnan ee pacckaza v MOJT4aI1, 60sICh, UTO, €CJIU CIIPOIILY €€ O YeM-JIM00, OHA OISITh OTBJIEYETCS
B CTOPOHY.

N BoT 0oHa Havyasa pacckas.
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111

«7Kwnm Ha 3emJ1e B CTaprHy OfIHM JIIO[M, HEMPOXOIMMBIE JIeca OKPY KM C TPEX CTOPOH TaOOPhI
STHUX JIOZIEH, a C YeTBepTOii — OblIa CTeNb. BhuTH 3TO Becesble, CUIbHBbIE CMeJIble JTIou. M BOT mpuiuia
OJIHa’K/1bl TSIKEJIast opa: SIBUJIMCh OTKY/Ia-TO MHBIE IIJIEMEHA U IPOrHAJIM MPEkKHUX B ITyOb Jieca. Tam
ObUTM 0OJIOTA ¥ ThMa, TIOTOMY YTO Jiec ObUT CTaphlil U TaK IYCTO MEPETUIeCh ero BETBH, YTO CKBO3b
HHX HEe BUJATh ObLJIO HeOa, M JIyYH COJTHIIA €/1Ba MOIJIM MTPOOUTH cebe Jopory A0 OOIOT CKBO3b I'YCTYIO
nuctBy. Ho Korza ero jiyuu nagany Ha Boy 60J10T, TO HOABIMAIICS CMPAJL, ¥ OT HEro JIIOAY TUOIN OJMH
3a apyruM. Toraa cranm Iiakarh KeHbl M JETH 9TOTO IUVIEMEHH, a OTLIBI 331yMAJIUCh U BIIAJIM B TOCKY.
Hy>xHO ObUIO YITH U3 3TOTO Jieca, U LISl TOro ObLIM JBE AOPOTH: OIHA — Ha3a[, — TaM ObUIN CHJIbHbIE
U 3JIble Bpary, JIpyras — Briepesl, — TaM CTOsUIM BEJIMKaHbI-AE€PEBbs, IJIOTHO OOHSB YT Apyra Mory-
YUMH BETBSIMH, OITYCTHB Y3JIOBaThle KOPHU ITyOOKO B LIETIKUI MJT O0JI0Ta. DT KaMEHHBIE JIepEBbs
CTOSUIM MOJIYa U HETIOABMKHO JHEM B CEPOM CYMpAaKe M €lle IJIOTHEE COBUTAIMCh BOKPYT JIIOIEW
TI0 BeYepaM, Korja 3aropajuch KocTpsl. M Beerna, THEM M HOYBIO, BOKPYT TeX JIIoiel ObUIO KOJIBLIO
KPENKOi ThbMBbI, OHO TOYHO COOMPAJIOCh Pa3laBUTh UX, & OHM IPUBBIKJIN K CTETHOMY IIPOCTOpY. A
elre CTpaIHel ObUIO, KOr/ia BeTep OWJI 10 BEPIIMHAM JEPEBbEB U BECH JIEC TIIYXO Tye], TOUHO IPO3HIT
U TIeJT IOXOPOHHYIO TIECHIO TeM JIOASAM. DTO ObLIM BCE-TAaKH CHJIbHBIC JIIOIU, ¥ MOIJIM Obl OHU MOUTH
OUTHCSI HACMEPTDb C TEMH, YTO OIHAXIbI MOOEANIN X, HO OHM HE MOIJIM YMEPETh B OO0SIX, TOTOMY
YTO y HUX OBUTH 3aBETHI, ¥ KOJIM O yMepJIi OHM, TO Mporaay O ¢ HUIMH U3 KM3HU U 3aBeThl. M motomy
OHM CHJIEJM Y AyMAJIM B JJIMHHBIE HOYM, TOJI [ITyXOH IIIyM Jieca, B SIHOBUTOM cMpaje 6orota. OHu
CHJIEIH, & TEHH OT KOCTPOB ITPBITAJI BOKPYT HUX B OE3MOJIBHOM TUISICKE, 1 BCEM Ka3aJIoCh, YTO 3TO HE
TEHH IUISIIYT, a TOPKECTBYIOT 3JIble yXH Jieca 1 OosoTa. .. Jliomm Be€ cupenu u gymamu. Ho Huaro —
HU pad0Ta, HU KEHILMHbI He U3HYPAIOT TeJa U AYLIH JII0AEH TaK, KaK U3HYPAIOT TOCKJIMBbIE Jymbl. U
ocalmu Jioau ot gyM. .. CTpax poausics Cpeiu HUX, CKOBAJI UM KPENKUe PYKH, YKac POAUIIM KEeH-
IIMHBI TUIAYeM HaJl TPyNaMH YMEpLIMX OT CMpaja U Haj CcylbOOl CKOBAaHHBIX CTPAXOM XKHBBIX, — U
TPYCJIMBBIE CJIOBA CTAJIM CIIBIIIHBI B JIECY, CHAYaJIa pOOKUE U TUXHE, @ TOTOM BCE IPOMYE U FPOMYE. ...
Vike XoTenu UATH K Bpary U IIPUHECTH EMY B Jap BOJIO CBOIO, M HUKTO YK€, UCITyTaHHBI CMEPTHIO,
He 6osiicst pabcKoi ku3HHM. .. Ho TyT siBuiics [JaHKO UM criac BCex OfuH».

Crapyxa, 04eBU/IHO, 4aCTO paccKasbiBajia o ropsAmeM cepaue Jdanko. OHa rosopuiia nesyve, u
roJIOC €€, CKPUITyUUi U IIIyXOU, SICHO PUCOBAJ MPEJO MHOM IIIYM JIeCa, CPEAA KOTOPOro YMHUPAIHA OT
SITOBHUTOTO JIBIXaHHsI O0JIOTa HECYACTHbIE, 3arHAHHbIE JIIOIH . . .

«JlaHKO — OIIMH U3 TeX JIIoAEW, MoJoion Kpacasell. Kpacusble — Bcerga cmensl. M BOT OH roBo-
PUT UM, CBOMUM TOBAPHUIIIAM:

«— He cBopoTUTh KaMH# C IyTH TyMolo. KTo HU4Yero He esaer, ¢ TeM HUYEro He craHercs. Uro
MBI TPaTUM CWJIBI Ha IyMy J1a TOCKY? BcraBaiite, oiIeM B JIEC U IIPOMAEM €O CKBO3b, BE/Ib UMEET
K€ OH KOHell — Bcé Ha cBete umeet koHeu! Mpnemre! Hy! T'eid!..

«[locMOTpeny Ha HETO M YBUAAJIM, YTO OH JIyUIINMHI U3 BCEX, IOTOMY UTO B OYax €ro CBETUJIOCH
MHOTI'O CHJIbI Y1 )KUBOTO OTHSI.

«— Beu Tel Hac! — ckazanu oHuM.

«Torma oH noBes...»

Crapyxa nomosnuasa 1 IoCMOTpEJIa B CTENb, T1I€ BCE rycrena TbMa. Mickopku ropsiiero cepaua
JIaHKO BCIIBIXMBAJIH T/IE-TO AAJIEKO U Ka3aJIMCh TOTyObIMU BO3IYIIHBIMU I[IBETAMH, PACIIBETAsI TOIBKO
Ha MWT.

«[ToBen ux Hanko. [IpyXHO BCe MOILIM 32 HUM — BEpUIM B Hero. TpyaHblil myTh 3TO ObLi1!
TemHO ObBLIO, M HA KaKJIOM IIary OOJIOTO pa3eBasio CBOIO KaJHYI0 THHWJIYIO MacThb, IJIOTasl JIIOZIEH,
U JIepeBbsl 3aCTyNaJIM JOPOry Moryded creHoi. Ileperienuch Mx BETKM MekKIy cCOOOM; Kak 3MeH,
IIPOTSHYJIMCh BCIOLY KOPHM, M KaKABIM I1ar MHOTO CTOWJI IOTa ¥ KPOBU TeM Jioasam. Jloaro mum
oHHU... Bc€ rymie craHoBuIics Jiec, Bcé MeHble Obuto cuit! Y BoT cranmu portats Ha JlaHKo, roBops,
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YTO HAINPAaCHO OH, MOJIOZIOM M HEOTBITHBIN, MOBEJ MX Ky/Aa-TO. A OH IIeN BIEepeau MX U ObLT OomIp
U SICEH.

«Ho ogHaxapl rpo3a rpsHyia Haj JIECOM, 3alleNTaly JepeBbs IIyXo, Tpo3Ho. U crano toraa
B JIeCy TaKk TEMHO, TOYHO B HEM COOpaJIUCh Cpa3y Bce HOUM, CKOJIBKO UX OBbUIO Ha CBETE C TOH MOPBHI,
Kak oH pomwics. llnu mManeHbkue oA Mex1y OOJBIIMX AEPEBbEB U B TPO3HOM IITyME MOJIHUIMA,
[T OHH, U, Ka4asiCh, BEJIMKAHBI-IEPEBbsI CKPUTIEIN 1 TYIeJIN CEPAUTHIE IECHH, & MOJIHWH, JIeTast Hajl
BEpIIMHAMU Jieca, OCBEIIAIN ero HA MUHYTKY CHHUM, XOJIOZHBIM OTHEM M UCUYE3aJI TaK ke OBbICTPO,
KaK SIBJISUTHCH, ITyras jofei. U nepeBbs, OCBEIeHHbIE XOJIOTHBIM OTHEM MOJIHHIA, Ka3aJIUCh )KUBBIMH,
MIPOCTHPAIOIIIUMHU BOKPYT JIIOZIEH, YXOAMBIIMX U3 TJIEHA TbMBI, KOPSIBBIE, JUIMHHBIE PYKH, CTIJIETasl UX B
T'YCTYIO CETb, MBITAasICh OCTAHOBUTH JIIOJIEH. A U3 ThMbI BETBEN CMOTPEJIO Ha MIYIIUX YTO-TO CTPAIITHOE,
TEMHOE U XOJIONHOE. DTO ObUT TPYAHBIH MyTh, U JIIOAX, YTOMJIEHHBIE UM, TTAJIK AyXoM. Ho UM cThigHO
ObLIIO CO3HATHCS B OECCUIIMH, U BOT OHHU B 37100€ ¥ T'HEBE OOPYIIMIIMCH Ha JJaHKO, YeoBeKa, KOTOpbIN
11es1 Brepeau ux. M cranm oHM yrpekaTb ero B HEYMEHUH YIPaBJIsATh UMU, — BOT Kak !

«OCTaHOBUJIMCh OHU U TIOJ] TOPKECTBYIOIUI IIyM Jieca, CPeAU JpOKalleld ThMbl, YCTaJble U
3J1ble, CTIA CyOUTh [JaHKoO.

«— Thl, — CKa3aJI1 OHU, — HUYTOKHBIN U BpeHbIN YesoBek ajis1 Hac! Thl oBes HaC U yTOMUI,
1 32 3TO ThI TIOTUOHEIIIb !

«— BbI ckazamu: ,,Bequ!“ — u s noBesn! — kpukHy1 [JaHKO, CTAaHOBSICH MPOTUB HUX TPY/BIO. —
Bo MHe ecTh MykecTBO BecTd, BOT notomy s ioBes Bac! A Bbi? Uto cenanu Bbl B IOMOIIb cede?
BbI TONBKO 1M ¥ HE YMENIHM COXPAaHUTh CHJIBI Ha MyTh Oonee joiruii! Bel TONbKO 1M, UK, KakK
crajio oser!

«Ho 311 cnoBa pazwsipuiu ux ere 6osee.

«— Tot ympemn! Tol ympelis! — peBenu oHu.

«A Jiec BCE ryfes U I'yaesl, BTOps UX KpUKaMm, U MOJHUM pa3pblBaId TbMY B KJIOUbs. JIaHKO
CMOTpeJ Ha TeX, paJjii KOTOPBIX OH TIOHEC TPy, ¥ BUJIEI, YTO OHHU — KaK 3Bepu. MHOTI0 JIIoiel CTOSIIO
BOKPYT HEro, HO He ObUIO Ha JIMIaX MX OJaropojicTBa, M HEJb3si ObLIO eMy JKAaTh MOIIAbl OT HUX.
Tornma 1 B ero cepiie BCKUIETIO HEroloBaHKWE, HO OT JKaJOCTH K JIIOASIM OHO moracio. OH JioOut
JOoAed W JyMaJl, 4To, MOXET OblTh, O€3 Hero OHM MOruOHYyT. M BOT €ro cepiiie BCIBIXHYJIO OTHEM
JKEJIAaHUsI CTIACTU MX, BBIBECTH HA JIETKUH IyTh, U TOTJA B €r0 0YaX 3aCBEPKAJIM JIyUd TOTO MOTYYEro
OTHS... A OHH, YBU/IaB 3TO, MOJYMAJIM, YTO OH PACCBHUPETIEII, OTYETO TaK SIPKO U pasropesuch O4d, U
OHU HACTOPOKIJTHCH, KaK BOJIKU, OKU/1as1, 9TO OH OyaeT OOpOThCs C HUMHU, U CTATH IJIOTHEE OKPYXKaTb
ero, 4ToObl Jierye UM ObLIO CXBATUTh U yOUTh [JaHKO. A OH ykKe MOHSUT MX JAyMy, OTTOTO elle sipue
3aropesioch B HeM cepilie, MO0 3Ta UX yMa pojiujia B HEM TOCKY.

«A Jiec BCE 1es CBOI0 MPavyHYyIo MECHIO, ¥ TPOM TpeMedl, U JIIT T0Kb. . .

«—Yro caenaio 51 1is moaen?! — cubHee rpoMa KpukHyi JaHko.

«W BOpyr oH pazopBai pykamu ceOe rpyab U BBIPBaJ U3 HEe CBOE CEplle U BBICOKO TOJHSII
€ro HaJl T0JIOBOU.

«OHO MBUIANIO TaK SIPKO, KaK CONHIIE, U sipUe COJTHIIA, ¥ BECh JIEC 3aMOIYaJl, OCBEIIEHHbIN STUM
(bakesioM BeMKOM JMOOBH K JIIOSIM, a ThMa pasjieTesach OT CBETa ero U TaM, IIIyOOKO B Jiecy, Apo-
JKalnasi, naja B THWION 3eB OomoTa. Jlionu ke, u3yMIIeHHbIe, CTAT KaK KaMHH.

«—Wnem! — kpukHya JaHko u 6pocuiics Bliepe]] Ha CBOe MECTO, BBICOKO JiepiKa ropsiiee cepaie
Y OCBEIIasi UM ITyTh JIIOMISIM.

«OHM 6pocHHCch 32 HUM, oyapoBaHHble. Toraa yiec cCHOBa 3alrymerI, YOMBJICHHO Kavyasi Bep-
[IIMHAMM, HO €TO0 IIyM ObLT 3arJTyIlieH TOMOTOM Oerynux Jiojei. Bee Oeskam ObICTpo U cMeJIo, yBIie-
KaeMble UyJIeCHBIM 3pesHieM ropsiiero cepana. U teneps rudmm, Ho rudmm 6e3 xanod u cies. A
JlaHko Bc€ ObLT BIiepe/in, ¥ Cep/lie ero BCE MbLIAJIo, MbLIaJo!

«W BOT BIIpYT Jiec paccTynuics iepe]] HUM, PAacCTYIWIICS U OCTAJICS C3a/11, TUIOTHBINA U HEMOH,
a JlaHKo ¥ Bce Te JIOIU Cpa3y OKYHYJIMCh B MOPE COJTHEYHOTO CBETA M YHCTOTO BO3/yXa, IPOMBITOTO
noxaeM. I'po3a Obuta — TaM, C3a11 HUX, HaJl JIECOM, a TYT CUsJIO COJIHIIE, B3JbIXajia CTerb, Onectena
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TpaBa B OpMJIbSTHTAX J0XKIs M 30JI0TOM CBEpKaJia peKa. .. Bbul Beuep, 1 OT JTyueit 3akarta peka Ka3asach
KpPacHOM, KaK Ta KPOBb, UTO OWJIa ropsiueid CTpyei u3 pasopBaHHOM rpyau JaHko.

«Kunyn B30p Briepen ceOs1 Ha MMPb CTENH FOPABIA cMeNbuak [JaHKo, — KUHYJT OH PagoCTHBIN
B30p Ha CBOOOJHYIO 3eMJTIO M 3aCMEsSUICS TOpI0. A MOTOM yraj U — ymep.

«Jlionu ke, pagoCTHBIE W MOJHbIE HAJEK/, HE 3aMETWJIM CMEPTH €r0 U HEe BUJAJM, YTO €lle
MBUIAET PSIIOM C TpynoM [laHko ero cmenoe cepaue. ToabKO OIMH OCTOPOXKHBIN YEJIOBEK 3aMETHII
3TO U, 0O0SICH YEro-TO, HACTYNHJI Ha TOpIOe Cepile HOrou... VI BOT OHO, pacchIaBIIMCh B MCKPBHI,
yracjio...»

— Bor oTkyna oHH, rosryOble UCKpPBI CTETH, YTO SIBJISIOTCS Tepejt Tpo3oii!

Tenepp, Koraa crapyxa KOHUMIIA CBOIO KPaCUBYIO CKa3Ky, B CTENH CTaJI0 CTPAIIHO TUXO, TOUHO
1 OHa ObLJTa MopakeHa CUJION cMebuaka JlaHKo, KOTOPBIN CKer IS JIIo[el CBoe Cepille U ymep, He
npocsi y HUX HUYero B Harpany cebe. Ctapyxa apemana. S1 cMOTpen Ha Hee U IyMaJt:

«CKOJTBKO el1ie CKa30K M BOCTIOMUHAHUI OCTaJIOCh B ee mamstu?» W qyman o BeJIMKOM ropsi-
uieM cepate JJaHko u o yenoBeueckoy (paHTa3Mu, CO3/1aBIIEN CTOJIBKO KPACHUBBIX Y CUJIBHBIX JIETEH/.

JyHyn BeTep 1 0OHAKUJT U3-TIO]] JIOXMOTBEB CYXYIO Ipy/b cTapyxu M3eprusib, 3achimaBIieil BCE
Kperue. $1 mpUKpbLT ee cTapoe Teslo U caM JieT Ha 3eMJII0 OKOJIO Hee. B creny ObLJI0 TMXO M TEMHO.
[To HeOy BCE Mo3M Ty4YH, MEeJIEHHO, CKY4HO. .. Mope IITyMeJIo TJTyX0 U MeYajibHO.

1895
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